
 

Career Pathways 
A career pathway is a program of interconnected elective courses that students take in addition 
to the academic courses needed to meet the requirements for graduation.  Each career pathway 
at MHS is designed to support the development of career skills so that the student can 
successfully enter and advance in their chosen career path.   

MHS currently offers nine career pathways as well as the option for students to create their own 
path.  Freshman, sophomores, and juniors will all select a pathway as part of the course 
registration process.  Students may change their pathway selection annually.  Core graduation 
requirements remain the same regardless of pathway selection.   

School Counselors will work with each student to find a pathway that fits their academic and 
personal interests.  Students are also encouraged to do their own personal career exploration 
using Naviance.   

This guide includes a brief overview of each pathway including the associated MHS courses, 
employment outlook, and potential college and career paths.   
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 BUSINESS, FINANCE & 
ACCOUNTING PATHWAY 

 
This pathway prepares students for careers 
related to business administration, accounting, 
marketing/sales, and entrepreneurship.  
 

 

Pathway Courses-Choose 3 
 

• Marketing I  
• Sports & 

Entertainment 
Marketing 

• Accounting 1 
• Accounting 2 
• Senior 

Internship 
 
 

• Honors Accounting 
• Speech 

Communication 
• Microsoft Office 
• Psychology 
• Consumer & 

Business Law  
 

Employment Outlook  
The business management and administration services industry is one of the 
highest paying industries.  Nearly half of all jobs are in managerial and 
professional occupations, and nearly one-fourth of all workers are self-
employed. Some of the finance occupations project only moderate growth 
through the year 2024.  According to the latest statistics, there are about 15.3 
million jobs in the marketing cluster, one of the largest in terms of jobs. 

College and Career Paths  
High School Diploma  Industry Certification  Associate Degree Bachelor’s Degree  Graduate Degree 
Customer Service Rep 
Postal Service Worker  
Bookkeeping  
Insurance Claims Adjuster 
Retail Sales  
 

Insurance Appraiser 
Real Estate Agent 
Tax Preparation 
Payroll 
Administrative Asst.  
 

Human Resource 
Assistant  
Store Manager 
Social Media 
Specialist  
Merchandiser  

Business Analyst 
Human Resources 
Financial Manager 
Loan Officer  
Accountant  
 

Financial Analyst  
Business 
Management 
Marketing Manager 
Investment Banker 
 

Overview 
Business administration includes 
careers in planning, organizing, 
directing and evaluating business 
functions essential to efficient and 
productive operations.  It requires 
specific skills in organization, time 
management, customer service and 
communication. 
There are thousands of challenging 
opportunities within the high-skilled 
world of Finance including financial 
planning, banking and insurance. 
Learners need a solid background in 
math, science and technical skills.   
Employees in professional sales are 
involved in the transfer of goods and 
services in the economy, both to 
businesses and to individual 
consumers. 
People with careers in marketing 
management formulate policies and 
direct the operations of businesses 
and corporations, non-profit 
institutions and other organizations.   



 

 CULINARY ARTS PATHWAY 
 
This pathway prepares students for careers in 
management, marketing and operations of 
restaurants and food services.   
 

 

 
Pathway Courses-Choose 3 
 

• Culinary Arts 1 
• Culinary Arts II 
• Bakeshop 
• Cultures & 

Cuisines I   
• Cultures & 

Cuisines II 
 
 

• Breads 
• Culinary Café  
• Accounting 1 
• Marketing  

Employment Outlook  
The restaurant industry employs many young people in part-time jobs with 
high turnover rates. Opportunities in the restaurant industry will generally keep 
pace with the average growth rates, but jobs will be even more plentiful 
because of the high turnover rates. Graduates of college hospitality programs 
should have especially good opportunities. 

College and Career Paths  
High School Diploma  Industry Certification  Associate Degree Bachelor’s Degree  
Restaurant Line Cook 
Baker 
Waiter/Waitress 
Banquet Server 
 
 

Bartender 
Certified Cook  
 

Assistant Kitchen 
Manager 
Food Journalist 
Food Stylist  
Food Inspector  
Restaurant Owner  

Restaurant Manager 
Corporate Kitchen 
Manager 
Catering Manager 
Director of Food Services 
Culinary Arts Instructor   

Overview 
 
 
Completion of postsecondary training 
in culinary arts, restaurant and food 
service management, or a related 
field is increasingly important for 
advancement in the industry. 
Management programs are available 
through junior and community 
colleges, four-year colleges and 
universities, and hotel or restaurant 
associations. Chefs and cooks also 
may be trained in apprenticeship 
programs offered by professional 
culinary institutes, industry 
associations and trade unions. 
Training for chefs has changed 
radically in the past 10 years as chefs 
continue to assume greater 
leadership and managerial roles in 
the industry. 



 EDUCATION PATHWAY 
 
This pathway prepares students for careers in 
planning, managing and providing education 
and training services, and related learning 
support services. 
 

 

 

 
Pathway Courses-Choose 3 
 

• Parenting 
• Preschool 
• Teaching the 

Young Child 
• ECE Human 

Development 
• Psychology  

 

• AP Psychology 
• Senior Internship 
• African American 

& Latino Studies 
• PIP Elective  

 

Employment Outlook  
A growing emphasis on improving education and making it available to more 
Americans will increase the overall demand for workers in the education and 
training cluster. Employers are expected to devote greater resources to job-
specific training programs in response to the increasing complexity of many 
jobs and technological advances that can leave employees with obsolete 
skills. A substantial number of older teachers are expected to reach retirement 
age through 2024. 

College and Career Paths  
High School Diploma Associate’s Degree Bachelor’s Degree  Graduate Degree 
Para-Educator 
Teaching Assistant 
Preschool Assistant Teacher 
Library Assistant 
Childcare Worker 
 
 
 

Preschool teacher Elementary School Teacher 
Secondary School Teacher 
Career/Technical Education  
Special Education Teacher 
 

School Administration  
School Counselor 
School Social Worker 
School Psychologist  
Librarian  

Overview 
In addition to being 
knowledgeable in their subject, 
teachers and trainers must have 
the ability to communicate, inspire 
trust and confidence, and 
motivate learners, as well as 
understand their educational and 
emotional needs. Teachers must 
be able to recognize and respond 
to individual differences in diverse 
learners, and employ different 
teaching/ training methods that 
will result in higher learner 
achievement. 

 



 

 HEALTH SCIENCE PATHWAY 
 
This pathway prepares students for careers in 
planning, managing, and providing therapeutic 
services, diagnostic services, health 
informatics, and medical support services.  

 

 
Pathway Courses-Choose 3 
 

• Sociology 
• Psychology 
• AP Psychology  
• ECE Human 

Development 
• Human Biology  

• Anatomy & 
Physiology 

• ECE Biology 
• AP Chemistry 
• Statistics 
• Spanish (all) 
 

 
 

 

Employment Outlook  
Employment of healthcare occupations is projected to grow 19 percent 
through 2024, much faster than the average for all occupations. This growth 
is expected due to an aging population and because federal health 
insurance reform should increase the number of individuals who have 
access to health insurance. 

College and Career Paths  
High School Diploma  Industry Certification  Associate Degree Bachelor’s Degree  Graduate Degree 
Home Health Aide 
Pharmacy Aide 
Medical Secretary 
Physical Therapy Aide 

Dental Assistant 
Medical Assistant 
CNA 
Phlebotomist 
Surgical Tech  
EMT 

Nurse 
Dental Hygienist 
Sonographer 
Vet Tech 
 
 

Athletic Trainer 
Health Service 
Manager 
Biomedical Engineer 
Dietitians/Nutritionist 

Medical Doctor 
Dentist 
Physical Therapist 
Pharmacist 
Medical Researcher 
Veterinarian 

Overview 
This pathway includes careers that 
promote health, wellness, and diagnosis 
as well as treat injuries and diseases. 
Some of the careers involve working 
directly with people, while others involve 
research into diseases or collecting data. 
Work locations may be in hospitals, 
medical or dental offices or laboratories, 
cruise ships, medivac units, sports arenas, 
space centers, or within the community. 
Diagnostic Services use tests and 
evaluations that aid in the detection, 
diagnosis and treatment of diseases, 
injuries or other physical conditions. 
Careers in the support services provide a 
therapeutic environment for the delivery 
of health care.  Therapeutic services work 
directly with patients; they may provide 
care, treatment, counseling and health 
education information. Careers in the 
Therapeutic Services pathway are 
primarily focused on changing the health 
status of the patient over time by 
working with patients directly and 
providing care, treatment or health 
education. 



 

 HUMAN SERVICES 
PATHWAY 

 
This pathway prepares students for 
employment in a variety of careers related to 
families and human needs.   
 

 

 
Pathway Courses-Choose 3 
 

• Sociology 
• Psychology 
• AP Psychology  
• Contemporary 

Issues  
• ECE Human 

Development 
• Marketing I  

 
 

• Senior Internship 
• African American 

& Latino Studies 
• PIP Elective  
• Human Biology 
• Anatomy & 

Physiology 
 

Employment Outlook  
Based on the latest statistics, approximately 5 million people are employed 
in human services occupations. Faster than average employment growth 
through the year 2024, coupled with high turnover, should create numerous 
employment opportunities. 

College and Career Paths  
High School Diploma  Industry Certification  Associate Degree Bachelor’s Degree  Graduate Degree 
Personal Care Aide 
Funeral Attendant 
Fitness Trainer 
Social Service Assistant 
Community Health Worker 

Cosmetologist 
Nail Technician 
Massage Therapist  
Esthetician  
Makeup Artist  
 

Funeral Director  
Community 
Outreach Worker 

Social Services 
Manager  
Youth Services 
Employment Services  
 
 

Mental Health 
Professional 
Social Worker   
Psychologist  
Marriage & Family 
Therapist  

Overview 
People working in counseling and 
mental health services assist people 
with personal, family, educational, 
mental health, and career decisions 
and problems. 
Employees with careers in family and 
community services help people cope 
with circumstances of daily living; 
counsel troubled and emotionally 
disturbed individuals; train or retrain 
the unemployed or underemployed; 
care for the elderly and the physically 
and mentally disabled; help the 
disadvantaged obtain financial 
assistance; and solicit contributions 
for various social services 
organizations. 
People with careers in personal care 
services assist individuals with their 
personal appearance. Also, within 
personal care services, funeral 
directors and attendants make 
funeral arrangements for grieving 
families. 



 

 LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY 
PATHWAY 

 
This pathway prepares students for careers in 
planning, managing, and providing legal aid, 
public safety, protective services and security 
services.   
 

 

 
Pathway Courses-Choose 3 
 

• Sociology 
• Psychology 
• AP Psychology 
• AP Government   
• Contemporary 

Issues  
• Topics in 

American Law 
 
 

• ECE Human 
Development  

• Senior Internship 
• African American 

& Latino Studies 
• Forensic Science 
• PIP Elective  

 

Employment Outlook  
There are approximately 5 million jobs in the occupations assigned to the 
law, public safety, corrections, and security cluster. Employment of 
protective service and legal occupations is projected to grow around 5 
percent through 2024. 

College and Career Paths  
High School Diploma  Industry Certification  Associate Degree Bachelor’s Degree  Graduate Degree 
Security Guard 
Animal Control Officer 
Armed Forces 
Crossing Guard/Flagger 

EMT 
Firefighter 
Police Officer 
911 Dispatcher 
Correctional Officer 

Paralegal 
Legal Asst.  

Detective   
Probation Officer 
Forensic Scientist  
Fish & Game Warden 
Court Reporter  

Lawyer 
Judge 
 

Overview 
Workers in correction services are 
responsible for overseeing individuals 
who have been arrested and are awaiting 
trial or who have been convicted of a 
crime and sentenced to serve time in 
prison. 
Firefighters and emergency services 
workers help protect the public against 
these dangers by rapidly responding to a 
variety of emergencies.  
Officials in law enforcement have duties 
that range from controlling traffic to 
preventing and investigating crimes. They 
maintain order; enforce laws and 
ordinances; issue traffic summonses; 
investigate accidents; present evidence in 
court; serve legal documents for the 
court system; and apprehend, arrest and 
process prisoners. 
Legal Professionals represent clients in 
criminal and civil litigation and other legal 
proceedings, draw up legal documents, 
or manage or advise clients on legal 
transactions. May specialize in a single 
area or may practice broadly in many 
areas of law. 
 



 

 MANUFACTURING & 
ENGINEERING PATHWAY 

 
This pathway prepares students for careers in 
planning, managing, and performing the 
processing of materials into intermediate or 
final products and related professional and 
technical support activities.  
 

 

Pathway Courses-Choose 3 
 

• Graphic Design  
• Computer 

Aided Drafting  
• CAD II 
• 21st Century 

Manufacturing   
• YMPI Pipeline  

 
 

• Robotics I & II 
• Exploring 

Transportation  
• Electric Kart  
• Engineering 

Disasters 
 

Employment Outlook  
There are approximately 12 million jobs in the occupations that are assigned 
to the manufacturing cluster. Technological advancements are replacing 
many of the manufacturing workers that make up a large share of the 
production occupations. Fewer workers are needed in the manufacturing 
sector as many processes have become computer-controlled. While 
production occupations are projected to decline 3 percent through 2024, 
installation, maintenance, and repair occupations are projected to grow 6 
percent, about as fast as the average for all occupations. 

College and Career Paths  
HS Diploma w/ On the job training or Apprenticeship Associate Degree Bachelor’s Degree  
Machinist 
Welder  
Carpenter 
Pipefitter 
Rigger  

Machine Mechanic 
Painter 
Cabinetmaker 
  

Power Plant Operator  
Robotic Technician 
CAD Operator  
Mechanical Drafter 
Mechanical Engineering Technician 

Mechanical Engineer 
Civil Engineer 
Electrical Engineer 
Project Engineer 
Engineering Supervisor 
Operations Manager  

Overview 
People with careers in Maintenance, 
Installation and Repair perform 
preventive maintenance procedures on 
machines, tools and equipment. They 
also troubleshoot and repair electrical, 
electronic and mechanical systems.  
People with careers in production work 
on the shop floor making parts or 
assembling them. They work with 
machines, making or assembling 
electronic parts, constructing or 
assembling modular housing, performing 
welding jobs, or printing various 
materials. 
Employees in Manufacturing Production 
Process Development are responsible for 
product design and design of the 
manufacturing process. They work with 
customers to ensure the manufacturing 
process produces a product that meets or 
exceeds customer expectations. They 
also monitor the manufacturing process 
and the materials used to manufacture 
the product. 
 



 

 MUSIC PERFORMING ARTS 
PATHWAY 

 
This pathway prepares students for careers in 
designing, producing, exhibiting, and 
performing music.   
 

 

 
Pathway Courses-Choose 3 
 

• Choir (Low/High) 
• Concert Choir  
• Songwriting 
• Intro to Rock 
• Music Theory 
• Rock Performance 

 
 

• Band  
• Guitar 
• Guitar 

Ensemble 
• Percussion 
• PIP Elective  

 

Employment Outlook  
Employment of musicians and singers is projected to grow 4 percent from 
2021 to 2031, about as fast as the average for all occupations. About 20,800 
openings for musicians and singers are projected each year, on average, over 
the decade. Many of those openings are expected to result from the need to 
replace workers who transfer to different occupations or exit the labor force, 
such as to retire. 
 

College and Career Paths  
High School Diploma  Associate Degree Bachelor’s Degree  Graduate Degree  
Musician  
Singer 
Songwriter   
Private Music Instructor  

Audio Engineer 
Mixer 
Sound Editor  

Conductor  
Producer  
Band/Choral Director  
Music Education  
Audio/Music Production  

Music Director  
Composer 
Music Therapy  

Overview 
 

A variety of businesses and groups 
involved in theatrical and musical 
performances are included in this 
pathway. Theatrical production 
companies, for example, coordinate all 
aspects of producing a play or theater 
event. Agents represent actors and assist 
them in finding jobs. Costume design 
management companies design 
costumes. Lighting and stage crews 
handle the technical aspects of 
productions. Dance studios, schools and 
halls provide places for professional and 
amateur dancers to practice, perform 
and learn. Performers of live musical 
entertainment include musical artists, 
dance bands, orchestras, jazz musicians 
and various modern bands. Orchestras 
range from major professional orchestras 
to community orchestras. 
 



 

 

VISUAL ARTS PATHWAY 
 
This pathway prepares students for careers in 
designing, producing, exhibiting, and 
publishing multimedia content.   
 

 

 
Pathway Courses-Choose 3 
 

• General Art 
• Painting I & II 
• Drawing I & II 
• Ceramics I & II 
• Digital 

Illustration 
• Digital Imaging 

 
 

• Graphic Design 
• Graphic Design II 
• Imaging II 
• Sculpture 
• Journalism 
• Creative Writing  
• Video Tech I & II 

 

Employment Outlook  
Visual artists currently hold about 310,000 jobs. Nearly 7 out of 10 are self-
employed. Self-employed, visual artists are either graphic designers who 
freelance, offering their services to advertising agencies, publishing houses 
and other businesses, or fine artists who earn income when they sell a 
painting or other work of art. 

College and Career Paths  
High School Diploma  Associate Degree  Bachelor’s Degree  Graduate Degree  
Photographer 
Author 
Artist  
Printing Press Operator  

Web Designer 
Fashion Designer  

Editor  
Art Director 
Set Designer 
Special Effects Artist 
Animator 
Graphic Designer  
Film Editor  

Art Therapist 
 
 

Overview 
Visual artists create art to 
communicate ideas, thoughts or 
feelings. They use a variety of 
methods - painting, sculpting or 
illustrating - and an assortment of 
materials, including oils, watercolors, 
acrylics, pastels, pencils, pen and ink, 
photography, plaster, clay and 
computers. Their works may be 
realistic, stylized or abstract and may 
depict objects, people, nature or 
events. Visual artists are categorized 
in two groups: Fine artists create art 
to satisfy their need for self-
expression while Illustrators and 
graphic designers put their artistic 
skills at the service of commercial 
clients, such as major corporations; 
retail stores; and advertising, design 
and publishing firms. 



 

 DESIGN YOUR OWN PATH 
PATHWAY 

 
This individualized pathway if for students 
that are interested in a career that does not 
fall into any of the other career pathway 
categories.     
 

 

 
Pathway Courses 
List 3 course you plan to take at MHS that are 
relevant to your career of interest.  
1. 

2. 

3. 

 
  

Employment Outlook  
 

College and Career Paths  
High School Diploma  Industry Certification  Associate Degree Bachelor’s Degree  Graduate Degree 
     

 
 

Overview 
 

This pathway is for students that have 
a known career interest that does not 
fall into any of the other career 
pathway categories.  
The student must write a pathway 
proposal that includes at least three 
MHS courses that support the career 
of interest, the projected 
employment outlook for the selected 
career, and associated college/career 
paths.   
The proposed career pathway must 
be approved by the student’s school 
counselor and school administrator.   
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